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credit unions to build a Habitat for Humanity 
house in Ashley and seeking a community 
charter, which has made Choice One better 
able to serve more lower-income people. I am 
proud to claim him as a constituent and to call 
him a friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the 
honor being accorded to John Kebles by the 
Pennsylvania Credit Union League, and I wish 
him and his family all the best.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
every year, the Prince William County Cham-
ber of Commerce recognizes individuals who 
have courageously demonstrated selfless 
dedication to public safety. These outstanding 
men and women have played an important 
role in building a better community. This hard 
work and determination has earned several 
citizens of Prince William County the highest 
honor bestowed upon county public safety offi-
cials—The Lifesaving Valor Award. 

The Lifesaving Award is awarded to public 
safety officials in recognition of acts taken in 
a life-threatening situation in which an individ-
ual’s life is in risk, either medically or phys-
ically. It is with great honor that I enter into the 
record the names of the 2003 Lifesaving 
Award recipients. OWL Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment: Lt. James Dart; Prince William County 
Police Department: MPO W.A. Lawrence; 
MPO G.W. Motley; MPO K.A. Muehlauser; Ar-
lington County Sheriff’s Department: Deputy J. 
O’Keefe; USMC: Sergeant Daniel P. 
O’Mahoney. The service they provide to the 
community is tremendous and is deserving of 
such acclaim. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the men and 
women who serve Prince William County. The 
events of September 11th served as a re-
minder of the sacrifices our emergency service 
workers make for us every day. Their constant 
efforts on behalf of Prince William County citi-
zens are paramount to preserving security, 
law, and order throughout our neighborhoods; 
and their individual and collective acts of her-
oism deserve our highest praise. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in congratulating these out-
standing individuals.
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Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 153 and ask my colleagues 
to join me. This resolution declares the sense 

of Congress that the President of the United 
States should designate a national day of 
prayer, fasting and humility. At a time when 
many of our young men and women are en-
gaged in a global war on terrorism and a cam-
paign to disarm the Iraqi regime, it is entirely 
appropriate we should humble ourselves be-
fore Almighty God. 

Throughout American history, both the Con-
gress and the President have called on the 
American people to acknowledge the Provi-
dence of God and to seek his divine wisdom. 
We have witnessed the benefits of national 
prayer and fasting in times past, and we are 
today asking the President to once again pro-
claim such a day. While the challenges we 
face in the 21st Century are new, we know the 
root causes of these difficulties are much the 
same as they have always been. 

It is with the hope that good will ultimately 
triumph that we are asking for all people to 
collectively acknowledge God and seek guid-
ance, strength and resolve through prayer and 
fasting. 

Many families all across this great nation 
are praying for a quick resolve to the conflict 
in Iraq. It is fitting that we as a nation join with 
them in solidarity during this time of war and 
chaos. 

As we hear new reports of those killed or 
missing in action, our hearts go out to the chil-
dren and families of these brave men and 
women fighting oversees. Pfc. Patrick Miller, a 
constituent of mine, is among those Ameri-
cans being held captive in Iraq. We are once 
again realizing the high cost of war and what 
it means to defend liberty. 

In recent years I think most Americans have 
been made more aware of just how fragile 
peace can be, both at home and abroad. 
America and the world have witnessed the de-
struction of innocent life and the violation of 
universal human rights by brutal men. In a 
time when the President and other leaders are 
deciding how to respond to these situations, it 
is vitally important we recognize a higher 
power than ourselves. 

Our Founding Fathers understood the ne-
cessity of seeking guidance from God, and 
today we are no less in need of that same Di-
vine Counsel. 

During the Civil War Abraham Lincoln was 
asked if God was on his side. His reply was, 
‘‘Sir, my concern is not whether God is on my 
side. My great concern is to be on God’s 
side.’’ 

In the same spirit of humility Abraham Lin-
coln exhibited during one of our nation’s dark-
est hours, we are asking the President to call 
for a national day of prayer, humility and fast-
ing. 

As we examine ourselves before God, we 
will surely be shown our own failings and will 
learn how we can do better in our actions. I 
am confident that as in times past, God will 
once again provide assistance to our country 
in our time of need. 

In 1787 Benjamin Franklin said, ‘‘We need 
God as our friend not our enemy. We need 
him to be our ally not our adversary. We need 
to make sure that we keep God’s concurring 
aid.’’ 

As Mr. Franklin wisely affirmed our need for 
God more than two centuries ago, once again 
we need to join together as a country in ask-
ing for the ‘‘aid’’ of the Almighty.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
strongly support this bill. It provides states with 
Federal funds to train caseworkers in child 
protective service systems, an initiative that 
the State of Florida desperately needs. 

Florida’s Department of Children and Fami-
lies has an abysmal record of monitoring the 
children entrusted to its care, and I am hopeful 
that an infusion of Federal funds, aimed at in-
creasing both training and oversight of social 
workers, will alleviate this disgrace. 

I am sure you will recall the story of 5-year-
old Rilya Wilson, the young Florida child 
whose whereabouts are still unknown. Eight 
months after her disappearance, her social 
worker was still filing reports indicating that 
she had routinely conducted home visits and 
that the child was safe and well cared for. 

Regrettably, investigations into Florida’s 
child welfare system revealed that this was not 
an isolated case. Last September, in response 
to public outcry over the Rilya Wilson incident, 
Governor Bush replaced the secretary of Flor-
ida’s Department of Children and Families. 

He also created a governor’s task force in 
an attempt to locate an additional 393 children 
missing from Florida’s child welfare system. 

After a 15-week effort, the Governor de-
scribed the results ‘‘a success’’ even though 
only one-fourth of the 393 missing children 
had been located, and the task force was dis-
banded. 

I am hopeful that an infusion of Federal 
funds, specifically geared towards training 
caseworkers, will improve the child welfare 
system in the State of Florida and the rest of 
the Nation.
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Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
March 27, 2003, despite all my efforts, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present for 
rollcall vote No.’s 87, 88, and 90 I would have 
voted the following way: 

Rollcall vote No. 87, Amendment offered by 
Rep. FEENEY of Florida—‘‘aye’’ 

Rollcall vote No. 88, Amendment offered by 
Rep. SMITH of Texas—‘‘aye’’ 

Rollcall vote No. 90—‘‘aye’’
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RECOGNIZING THE PRINCE WIL-
LIAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
2003 GOLD MEDAL VALOR AWARD 
RECIPIENT 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 31, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
every year, the Prince William County Cham-
ber recognizes individuals who have coura-
geously demonstrated selfless dedication to 
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